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During  the  suijimer  season  from  June  12  thru  Sept.  6,  1954,  the 
State  Highway  Commission  operated  nine  port  of  entry  tourist  greeter  stations 
along  the  principal  highways  of  Montana.    Figiires  contained  in  this  report 
are  totals  taken  from  daily  and  weekly  tally  sheets  kept  by  the  attendants 
at  these  stations.    It  is  to  be  remembered  that  these  tourist  statistics 
are  for  the  summer  season  only  and  are  not  a  tabulation  for  the  entire  year. 

Ports  of  entry  have  a  two-fold  purpose:  1.  To  greet  the  incoming  visi- 
tor and  make  him  feel  at  home  (maps,  folders,  road  information  are  provided), 
2.  To  C9unt  the  car  and  passengers  and  to  note  car's  origin,  (Also  hand  out 
questionnaire  cards  from  which  the  annual  Travel  Study  is  compiled). 


1954  SUMMARY  INCUJDES  CANADIANS 

Because  Montana  maintains  no  greeter  stations  along  the  Canadian  border, 
the  U,  S,  Customs  service  was  approached  a  year  ago  to  provide  data  concern- 
ing Canadians  entering  Montana  via  the  Customs  stations.    Again  this  year, 
through  cooperation  of  U.  S.  Customs,  the  number  of  Canadian  cars  and  passen- 
gers entering  Montana  from  Canada  during  the  summer  were  made  available  to  the 
State  Advertising  Office. 

In  the  1953  Port  of  jSntry  Report,  it  was  stated  that  U.  S,  Customs  coimts 
taken  at  the  Canadian  border  stations  vrould  becoae  a  permanent  part  of  the 
Montana  Travel  otudy  beginning  in  1954.    Consequently,  this  is  the  first  year 
we  have  an  opportunity  to  compare  Canadian  travel  with  a  previous  year. 


MONTANA  MPjjEIENCED  A  GOOD  TOURIST  SEASON 

For  the  moment,  exclixiing  Canadian  travel  reported  by  U,  S,  Customs, 
Montana  enjoyed  a  good  tourist  season.    From  a  traffic  standpoint  it  was 
slightly  above  1953 »    During  the  twelve  weeks  the  Montana  port  of  entry  stations 
were  open,  a  total  of  273<,051  tourist  cars  were  counted,  ccmpared  to  263,741 
in  1953.    This  is  a  3ok%  tourist  traffic  increase  over  a  year  ago. 

Passenger  tallies  show  there  were  592^944  visitors  counted  this  summer, 
and  587,391  in  1953.    Apparently  there  were  a  few  less  passengers  per  car  this 
past  summer  than  for  the  preceding  two  years. 

The  Pacific  Northwest,  in  general,  was  plagued  by  poor  vacation  weather, 
Washington  and  Oregon  reported  many  rainy  and  cloudy  days  which  affected  their 
tourist  traffic  aversely.    In  regard  to  the  number  of  rainy  days,  we  seem  to 
have  been  more  fortunate  than  ovir  neighbors  to  the  west. 

June,  as  in  1953,  started  slowly,  v/ith  car  counts  for  the  month  running 
behind  the  previous  year.    Despite  a  long  Fourth  of  July  week  end,  traffic 
counts  continued  to  lag  and  by  July  24,  we  were  3%  below  the  same  period  in 
1953«    Then  the  transformation  took  place.    From  there  until  closing  time  at 
Labor  Day,  every  week  showed  a  steady  gain  over  the  same  week  in  1953,  with 
the  result  that  at  the  end  of  the  season,  the  3.4^  tourist  traffic  increase 
was  established. 


CANADIMS  BOOST  TOTALS 


In  order  to  avoid  duplication  of  Canadian  car  counts,  here  is  how  the 
Canadian  totals  were  computed; 

It  was  found  by  a  check  of  questionnaire  cards  handed  out  at  the 
port  of  entry  stations,  that  about  kO%  of  the  Canadian  cars  enter- 
ing via  Uo  So  Customs  stations  go  through  Montana  port  of  entry 
stations  and  are  counted  there  also.    Many  of  these  duplications 
occur  at  Columbia  Falls,  West  Yellowstone  and  Gardiner. 

Therefore,  the  total  number  of  Canadian  cars  entering  Montana,  as 
reported  by  U.  S.  Customs,  was  Hiscounted  by  This  total  added 

to  the  Canadian  cars  counted  at  the  Highway  Ports  of  Entry  provided 
the  total  number  of  Canadian  tourist  vehicles  to  enter  the  state 
from  the  middle  of  June  thru  the  first  of  September.    Here  is  the 
breakdowns 

Ad.-justed  Total  At       Montana  Ports  of 

U,  S.  Customs  £ntry  Counts  Total 

Canadian  Cars  32,482  33,175  65,657 

Canadian  Passengers  99 > 866  104,130  203,996 

So  great  has  become  the  Canadian  influx  into  Montana  in  the  summer, 
that  Glacier  Park  officials  indicate  that  for  the  first  time  Alberta  visitors 
are  crowding  Montanans  in  total  registrations  at  Glacier  Park.  Bright 
orange  license  plates  of  Alberta  vj-ere  visible  all  over  Montaria  in  great 
nimibers  this  year. 

With  the  inclusion  of  Canadian  totals,  the  following  is  a  three-year 
comparison  of  tourists  and  tourist  vehicles  in  the  State  of  Montana: 

1954  1953  1952 

Tourist  Vehicles  305,532  294,871  273,532^:- 

Tourist  Passengers  692,810  689,056  617,667* 

■*!-Does  not  include  Canadian  car  counts  taken  by  U,  S.  Customs  Stations 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOURIST  TRAFFIC 

Later  in  this  report  is  a  summary  of  the  1954  tourist  car  and  passenger 
counts,  station  by  station.     It  will  be  noted  that  seven  stations  reported 
greater  tourist  traffic,  and  two  reported  less. 

Missoula  was  the  principal  place  of  entry  for  toiirists  again  with  a 
total  of  59,398  cars.    The  Missoula  station  accounted  for  nearly  22;^  of  all 
tourist  entries. 

Columbia  Falls  was  the  second  most  popular  place  of  entry.    Although  it 
was  down  from  1953,  over  17:^  of  the  state's  tourist  traffic  was  checked  here. 


Miles  City  showed  a  gain  of  over  a  thousand  cars  more  than  in  1953  to 
register  11. 6;!  of  the  tourist  travel. 


West  Yellowstone  had  a  sizeable  gain,  moving  up  from  28,66?  cars  to 
30,826,  or  11.3^  of  Montana's  travel. 


Gardiner  again  reflected  the  fine  attendance  at  Yellowstone  National 
Park.    This  station  had  its  best  year  on  record  with  11. A.^  share. 

Culbertson  is  a  station  whose  traffic  has  grown  consistently  year  after 
year.    Its  total  was  up  to  24^369  vehicles,  or  8.9^  of  the  tourist  traffic, 

Rockvale  was  one  of  the  two  stations  down  this  year.    Located  on  the  Red 
Lodge-Cooke  City  hi^way,  which  did  not  open  until  Jiine  15,  this  station  re- 
flected the  slow  early  travel  because  of  bad  weather. 

crow  Agency  had  its  best  year,  reporting  21,638  cars,  or  7.9^  of  the 
total  tourist  traffic. 

Linia  is  the  smallest  of  the  stations,  but  continues  to  show  traffic  in- 
creases, climbing  this  year  to  almost  10,000  cars.    It  accounts  for  3,6^  of 
the  tourist  traffic. 

ORIGIN  OF  MONTANA'S  TOURISTS 

Montana's  Big  10  of  tourist  suppliers  remained  the  same  as  a  year  ago. 
Leading  the  pact  was  Washington,  followed  by  California,  Minnesota  and  Idaho. 
Their  positions  are  unchanged  over  a  year  ago. 

Oregon  switched  places  with  Illinois  moving  from  sixth  to  fifth.  Solidly 
established  in  seventh  place  is  Michigan.    North  Dakota  climbed  from  lOth  to 
8th,  Wisconsin  vacated  8th  for  9th  and  Utah  moved  from  9th  to  lOth  spot. 

Texas  remained  in  the  11th  position,  same  as  in  1953,  although  the  number 
of  Texas  cars  increased  from  6,677  to  6,802, 

Year  after  year,  the  Pacific  Coast  provides  Montana  vdth  about  a  third 
of  its  tourists.    In  1954,  there  were  88,326  cars  counted  from  Washington, 
California  and  Oregon. 

PORT  OF  ENTRY  SURVEY 

During  1954,  an  extensive  survey  of  Montana's  port  of  entry  system, 
sparked  by  the  State  Advertising  Coirmittee,  was  undertaken.    The  first  move 
was  to  secure  cooperation  of  the  U,  S.  Customs  officials  in  making  available 
maps,  stickers,  and  vacation  folders  at  the  American  stations  along  the 
Canadian  boundary,    V/e  are  indebted  to  the  U,  S,  Customs  service  for  this 
assistance,  along  with  the  furnishing  of  the  Canadian  car  counts. 

Examination  of  traffic  patterns,  stopping  and  non-stopping  habits  of 
tourists  at  the  various  stations,  were  conducted  this  year.    Several  proposals 
to  change  locations  of  stations,  and  to  add  new  stations  were  placed  before 
the  State  Highway  Commission,    It  is  expected  a  decision  regarding  the  changes 
will  be  reached  shortly.    By  location  changes,  and  addition  of  a  few  new 
stations,  Montana's  visitors  can  be  better  served  and  more  Montana  communities 
can  be  included  in  the  radi^us  of  tourist  information.    As  pointed  out  in  the 
1953  Port  of  Entry  report,  there  are  a  nimber  of  "leaks"  now  on  our  main 
highways  when  it  comes  to  contacting  incoming  tourists,  because  location  of 
the  stations  has  remained  unchanged  since  1936. 


1954  PORT  OF  ENTRY  TCURIST  VEHICLE  AND  PASSENGER  COUNTS 


oLat-ion  Location 

%  of 
Travel 

1954 

Vehicles 
,  1953  1952 

1951 

Pass 
1954 

enters 

1953 

rlxS  SOUXcL 

21,8 

59,398 

52,818 

38,759 

50,528 

125,269 

115,038 

w  UXUiuuX  d  r  aJ.  IS 

1 

46 , 900 

50,382 

75,369 

50,918 

114,449 

119,074 

11.6 

31,766 

30,552 

35,676 

28,265 

68,579 

63,040 

wcDb  lexxowsione 

11.3 

30,826 

28,66? 

26,893 

23,361 

64,013 

61,461 

ijrdru.xn,cr 

11.4 

31,210 

27,854 

28,944 

30,663 

79,731 

80,675 

Rockvale 

6.3 

17,256 

22,678 

21^336 

14,893 

27,455 

35,976 

Crow  Agency 

7.9 

21,638 

21,573 

19,353 

16,200 

43,404 

45,413 

Gulbertson 

8.9 

24,369 

20,811 

19,335 

16,474 

48,921 

47,382 

Lima 

,  3.6 

9,695 

8,436 

7,867 

7,833 

21,123 

19,327 

TOTAL 

100.0 

273,051 

263,741 

273,532 

239,135 

592,944 

587,391 

Tourist  Vehicle  Counts  by  Months  in  1954 
Per  Cent  of  Travel  by  Months 


June 

51,948 
19.0^ 


101,561 
37.2^ 


August 

103,810 
38.0^ 


September 

15,732 
5.8^ 


Port  of  Entry  Stations  opened  June  12,  1954  and  closed  September  6,  1954 


TOURIST  TRAVEL  BY  STATES 


Vehicle  Count 
1954 


State  1954 


L    1.  Washington  39,675 

^2.  California  35,983 

3.  Minnesota  16,331 

4.  Idaho  13,074 

5.  bregon  12,668 

6.  Illinois  12,183 

7.  Michigan  8,455 

8.  North  Dakota  7,915 

9.  Wisconsin  7,183 

10.  'Utah  7,182 

11.  Texas  6,802 

12.  Iowa  6,713 

13.  Colorado  6,173 

14.  Ohio  5,564 

15.  Wyoming  5,098 

16.  Kansas  4,742 

17.  Nebraska  4,425 

18.  Missouri  4,l63 

19.  Indiana  4,133 

20.  New  York  3,850 

21.  South  Dakota  3,435 

22.  Pennsylvania  2,990 

23.  Oklahoma  2,642 

24.  Arizona  1,952 

25.  Florida  1,733 

26.  New  Jersey  1,698 

27.  Massachusetts  1,139 

28.  New  Mexico  1,103 

29.  Virginia  1,099 

30.  Nevada  974 

31.  Maryland  801 

32.  Louisiana  730 

33.  Connecticut  649 

34.  Tennessee  609 

35.  Georgia  579 

36.  Arkansas  575 

37.  North  Carolina  564 

38.  Kentucky  499 

39.  Alabama  415 

40.  Mississippi  411 

41.  West  Virginia  335 
^2.  District  of  Columbia  314 
^3.  South  Carolina  299 

44.  Rhode  Island  210 

45.  Vemont  170 

46.  Maine  153 
it7.  New  Hampshire  149 
48.  Delaware  127 

Canada  33,175 

Foreign  1,210 

GRAND  TOTAL  273,051 


1953  1952  1951 


39,602  38,240  36,779 

33,862  34,930  31,159 

16,337  16,138  14,444 

13,189  12,856  11,718 

11,941  12,528  10,809 

12,791  13,294  12,411 

8,051  8,042  7,939 

6,873  7,604  7,222 

7,500  7,139  6,600 

6,935  7,057  6,576 

6,677  6,537  5,811 

6,470  6,264  5,117 

5,727  6,291  5,357 

5,149  5,142  4,305 

5,093  5,963  5,117 

4,227  4,595  3,611 

3,967  4,240  3,467 

3,778  3,884  3,444 

3,822  3,994  3,467 

3,491  3,775  3,037 

2,909  3,392  3,013 

2,821  3,009  2,511 

2,380  2,544  1,985 

1,565  1,723  1,578 

1,255  1,286  1,004 

1,484  1,586  1,411 

1,039  1,313  1,172 

1,220  1,149  1,028 

865  766  717 

924  875  813 

644  766  694 

842  656  598 

612  520  574 

565  574  526 

542  574  430 

457  492  383 

443  410  383 

477  520  407 

347  328  191 

359  383  335 

250  356  263 

234  383  3  83 

255  219  167 

168  191  167 

230  356  215 

134  137  120 

192  164  143 

130  137  96 

34,062  40,209  29,438 

854     


263,741  273,532  239,135 


FOREIGN  GARS  &  PASSENGERS 


-  1954 


COUNTRY 

No.  CARS 

Alaska 

474 

Hawaii 

191 

Japan 

51 

England 

30 

Canal  Zone 

27 

Germany 

21 

Okinawa 

13 

U.S.  Forces  in 

Germany 

12 

France 

5 

Yukon 

4 

Guam 

4 

U.S.  Forces  in 

Austria 

3 

Virgin  Islands 

3 

Newfoundland 

3 

China 

2 

Denmark 

2 

Austria 

2 

Mexico 

2 

French  Morocco 

2 

Scotland 

2 

Ireland 

1 

Wales 

1 

Gold  Coast 

1 

Greece 

1 

India 

1 

Bolivia 

1 

Jordan 

1 

Egypt 

1 

Switzerland 

1 

Portugal 

1 

Turkey 

1 

Bermuda 

I 

Sweden 

1 

No.  PASSENGERS 

1,472 
566 
173 
90 
85 
85 
54 
34 
16 
9 
U 
7 
6 

9 
8 
2 
6 
8 
7 
4 
3 
1 
4 
3 
4 
2 
2 
3 
2 

5 
2 
2 

1 


Totals 


866 


2,689 


CANADIAN  PASSMGiiRS  AND  CARS 


The  following  statistics  are  provided  by  the  Bureau  of  Customs  for  a 
period  from  June  l6  to  September  1,  1954  of  Canadian  cars  and  passen- 
gers entering  Montana  through  U„  S,  Customs  offices; 


Port  of  Entry 

Cars 

Passengers 

Raymond ;  Mont  ana 

5,563 

18,708 

Whit eta il,  Montana 

1,680 

5,883 

Scobey,  Montana 

1,062 

3,836 

Opheim,  Montana 

1,148 

3,920 

Morgan,  via  Loring,  Montana 

2,341 

8,332 

Turner,  Montana 

1,266 

3,664 

Havre,  Montana 

1,320 

4,094 

Whitlash,  Montana 

224 

731 

Sweet  Grass,  Montana 

21,313  *  c 

_J  55,972 

Del  Bonita,  via  Cut  Bank,  Mont, 

396  -^/^ 

^  1,108 

Piegan,  via  Babb,  Montana 

10,250 

36,089 

Chief  Mountain,  via  Babb,  Mont, 

5,631 

18,473 

Roosville,  via  Eureka,  Montana 

1,943 

5,634 

TOTALS 

54,137 

166,444 

■Mb 


